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Carbondale — Carbondale Historical 
Society and Museum Inc. is coordinat¬ 
ing a grassroots effort to demonstrate 
to the county and state that the citizens 
of Carbondale and the Upper Lacka¬ 
wanna Valley are vitally concerned 
with the reopening of the rail line from 
Scranton to Carbondale, and, the devel¬ 
opment of existing and future industry 
along the line. 

Society members contend that this 
effort is necessary now to guarantee 
that 80/20 matching funds made availa¬ 
ble by the Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation for the rehabilitation of 
the rail line are not lost due to the lack 
of local funding. What this means in 
dollar terms is that for each dollar 
raised in support of this effort, Penn- 
DOT will match that dollar with four 
dollars. The need for speed in raising 
these local ftinds is great because state 
fiscal requirements mandate that 
PennDOT matching funds must be 
spent by June 30, 1985, according to a 
society spokesman. 

Henry Loftus Jr., coordinator of fun¬ 
draising effort and second vice presi¬ 
dent of the Historical Society, outlined 
the long- and short-term economic 
consequences of the return of rail 
service to Carbondale. 

"Without rail service to Carbondale, 
we run the risk of losing existing 
industry along the rail line. At the 
same time, we minimize our chances 
of attracting new industry to this 


area,” explained Loftus. He noted that, 
“Although county officials have com¬ 
mitted themselves to the preservation 
and purchase of the rail lines from 
Scranton to Carbondale, thus ensuring 
continued rail service, the rail line 
must be rehabilitated if we are to 
maximize our chances of economic 
development through industry and 
tourism." 

Monsignor Thomas C. Horan, pastor 
of St. Rose of Lima Church, Carbon¬ 
dale, an enthusiastic supporter of this 
project, suggested that the effort to 
raise funds for the rail lines “is Car- 
bondale’s chance to show that we are 
concerned about our future and about 
the world that we bequeath to our 
children." 

Local civic and community organiza¬ 
tions, as well as private citizens, may 
make a tax deductible contribution to 
this campaign by contacting, Loftus, el 
o the Carbondale Public Library, Mon¬ 
days, Tuesdays and Thursdays from U 
a m. to 8 p m. and Wednesdays and 
Fridays from 11 a m. to 5 p.m.. 

“A $25 contribution from a local 
source means that $100 will be made 
available for the project from the 
state. Without local financial support, 
these available state funds will be 
directed to other communities and 
cities in the commonwealth and not to 
Carbondale and the Lackawanna Val¬ 
ley,” stressed Loftus. 

He noted that the deadline is June 3>. 
However, all funds must be raised and 
in place by June 26. 
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